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THOUGHTS AND INITIATIVES 
 
 

2.  INDIVIDUAL APPROACH 
OR 

ORGANIZED APPROACH? 
 
 
 Many of  us ar e i nvol ved i n i ndi v i dual  ef f or t s wi t h t he 
expect at i on t hat  t hese ef f or t s wi l l  al l evi at e t he condi t i ons of  
pover t y of  t he peopl e of  Bangl adesh.  I n doi ng so,  we af f ect  t he 
l ot  of  a f ew peopl e by pr ovi di ng t hem wi t h a per manent  sour ce of  
i ncome or  by comf or t i ng t hem t empor ar i l y  i n one way or  anot her .  
What  do t hese endeavor s mean on a nat i onal  scal e? The f ol l owi ng 
i s a t r i v i al ,  but  i mpor t ant  cal cul at i on pr esent ed i n a “ dr amat i c”  
way whi ch at t empt s t o pr ovi de an answer  t o t hi s quest i on.  

 Let  us consi der  a Bangl adeshi  who i s cont r i but i ng about  t wo 
mi l l i on dol l ar s ( t wo mi l l i on and sevent y f i ve hundr ed dol l ar s,  t o 
be exact )  year l y t o a Bangl adesh vi l l age wi t h a popul at i on of  
10, 000.  As a r esul t  of  t he cont r i but i on,  t he dai l y aver age per  
capi t a i ncome of  t he v i l l ager s i ncr eases t o $1. 00 f r om t he 
cur r ent  dai l y nat i onal  per  capi t a i ncome of  $0. 45.  The quest i on 
we ar e aski ng i s:  how does i t  af f ect  t he nat i onal  i ncome,  i f  t hi s 
cont r i but i on does not  i nf l uence any ot her  economi c act i v i t i es i n 
t he count r y? 

 

Definition of the symbols used: 
P  = Tot al  popul at i on of  Bangl adesh 
I d = Aver age dai l y per  capi t a i ncome 
I n = P* I d = Tot al  dai l y nat i onal  i ncome 
Pg = A gr oup ( number )  of  peopl e r ecei v i ng i ndi v i dual  hel p 
I g = I ncr eased dai l y per  capi t a i ncome f or  t he gr oup 
I e = ( I g -  I d) * Pg = Tot al  dai l y i ndi v i dual  cont r i but i on t o t he 

gr oup 
I y = 365* I e = Tot al  year l y i ndi v i dual  cont r i but i on t o t he gr oup 
I i  = P* I d + I e = I ncr eased t ot al  dai l y nat i onal  i ncome 
I a = I i / P = Adj ust ed aver age dai l y nat i onal  per  capi t a i ncome 
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The example: 

P  = 110, 000, 000 
I d = $0. 45 
I n = $0. 45* 110, 000, 000 = $49, 500, 000 
Pg = 10, 000 
I g = $1. 00 
I e = ( $1. 00 -  $0. 45) * 10, 000 = $5, 500 
I y = 365* $5, 500 = $2, 007, 500 
I i  = 110, 000, 000* $0. 45 + $5, 500 = $49, 505, 500 
I a = $49, 505, 500/ 110, 000, 000 = $0. 45005 

= $( 0. 45 + 1/ 20, 000)  

 
That  i s,  af t er  spendi ng mor e t han t wo mi l l i on dol l ar s year l y,  t he 
cont r i but or  has added onl y one- t went y t housandt h of  a s i ngl e 
penny t o t he dai l y per  capi t a nat i onal  i ncome ( Not e t hat  t he per  
capi t a nat i onal  i ncome i s a good sci ent i f i c  measur e of  t he 
nat i onal  wel l - bei ng) .  I ndi v i dual  “ cont ai ned”  ef f or t s may appear  
at t r act i ve,  but  t hat  i s ,  i n f act ,  an i l l usi on.  Because of  t hi s,  
BDI  under t akes pr oj ect s t hat  may pot ent i al l y  af f ect  aspect s of  
nat i onal  pol i cy.  We encour age ot her s t o do t he same f or  t he l ong-
t er m benef i t  of  Bangl adesh.  We emphat i cal l y not e her e t hat  t he 
above cal cul at i on i s appl i cabl e onl y t o “ cont ai ned”  i ndi v i dual  
ef f or t s.  Many i ndi v i dual  under t aki ngs do i nf l uence and spawn 
ot her  act i v i t i es,  i ncl udi ng nat i onal  l evel  act i v i t i es,  and ar e,  
t her ef or e,  encour aged.  

 


