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EDITOR'SNOTE

For the last few years BDI has actively devel oped several thought streams and related
activities to contribute to the socio-economic changes in Bangladesh as effectively as possible.
Thetask that was envisaged can be broadly divided into two parts. (1) to propose policy
prescriptions on development at the macro-level and (2) to formulate work plans to implement
these policy prescriptionsin practice. It may appear to many that the task of policy planning is
easy, which istrue at certain levels and under certain circumstances. However, deriving correct
policy propositions for Bangladesh turns out to be the major task that needs to be performed.
This strategic planning provides the philosophical framework on development issues regarding
Bangladesh. Once the philosophical issues arein place, process details are expected to follow as
amatter of consequence.

After careful thinking, BDI came up with two economic policy propositions for
Bangladesh. Theseinvolve (1) Technology and (2) the Market (internal and external), which
constitute the central theme of the present volume of “THOUGHTS & INITIATIVES'.
‘Technology’ isidentified as an unmistakable indicator of social progress, whereas ‘market’ is an
indispensable mechanism by which technology is rendered objectively dynamic in the society.
The economic devel opment of Bangladesh hinges on devel oping an internal market and securing
the internal and international markets for the domestically produced industrial goods.

The technological potentials and other requisites in present Bangladesh appear to be as
plentiful asin any other country. Consequently, the technological quality of domestically
produced goods can generally be improved and ensured. We only need to secure alarge enough
market-share for the sale of the goods. Therefore, al Bangladeshis, both at home and abroad, can
best contribute to Bangladesh by helping her develop the internal market and secure the internal
and international markets for the domestically produced high-tech or value-added industrial
goods. The question of ‘capital’ is aso partly addressed in thisissue.

BDI islaunching afew initiatives in Bangladesh in order to realize the goals espoused in
these propositions. First of all, with the establishment of the BDI National Innovator’s Award
(NIA), BDI would like to lend support to the existing and potential domestic industries that are
capable of producing durable, intermediate and capital goods. Please contribute to the BDI-NIA
Fund to make it more prestigious.

Y ou may also consider establishing a perpetual fund in any field, viz., medicine,
agriculture, engineering, basic sciences, economics or marketing (e.g., a Chemistry Research
Fund or a Technology Development Research Fund) in your or your relative’ s name by making a
one-time contribution of $20,000 to BDI. BDI will take the responsibility of establishing and
administering the fund in the Bangladeshi Institution of your choice.

Y ou may aso contribute alump sum of $5,000 which will alow BDI to recruit an
employee or a consultant in Bangladesh for afull year. Furthermore, BDI isin constant need of
volunteers in Bangladesh to maintain contact with the educational and research institutions, and
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entrepreneurial cooperativesin Bangladesh. Y ou can help by requesting your friends or relatives
in Bangladesh to volunteer their time for BDI.

For your membership in BDI, we will send you all BDI publications. In addition, we will
keep you informed about important developments. We will also keep you updated on how your
money is being spent. If you participate in BDI Knowledge Transfer Program, your travel
expenses to Bangladesh may be tax-deductible. We extend our deep appreciations to those who
have already contributed money and provided moral support to BDI. All your contributionsto
BDI are tax-deductible and we look forward to your participation in the proposed endeavors.

Editor, BDI Journal
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